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ibeibaaean ae paca sactise, wen alates 
cial report of the Third Assistant Postmas- : 


ter-General opens with a statement ‘of sta- 


tistics to this effect. More business aneans” |. 
more stamps, postal cards, stamped en-- 
velopes sold, and newspapers and maga- 
zines circulated. Consequently, the total 
receipts of the Post Office Department. for 


the last fiscal year were $764,466 greater 
than those of the preceding year, and about. 


$1,000,000 more than it was estimated 
that they would be. It is interesting . to, 


note. where this increase has made itdelt 
manifest, the larger demand for postage: 


stamps: and stamped envelopes ‘naturally 
being most conspicuous. Commercial corre- 
spondence swells in volume when business 
revives, the people buy more books, sub- 
scribe for more newspapers and magazines, 
aud employ:the mails for various purposes, 
as they do not When the times ate dull and 
money is scarce. | 
—_—_——— 

There is no possible excuse for the loss of 
the Champion and the disaster which nearly 
caused theloss of the Arizona, In the for- 
mer case, the sollision occurred on a clear, 
starlight night. The Octavia could have 
been seen from the deck of the Champion 


while she was yet a long distance off.. It 


was the duty of the steamer to keep out. of 
her way and the duty of the’ sailing-vessel 
to keep on her course, which she did.- That 
in these circumstances the Champion ran 
into the Octavia is explicable. only on the 
theory that no look-out whatever was kept 
on the former vessel. The disaster to the 
Arizona was equally the result of careless- 
ness, Either the Captain had taken the 
temperature of the water, in which case he 
knew that he was in the neighborhood:of 


‘ice, or. he had neglected to take it, in which 


case he was manifestly unfit to command an 
Atlantic steamer. It was his business to 
have known that ice was near at hand, and 
to have, therefore, exercised unusual vigi- 
lance in watching for it. There was nota 
particle of fog at the time, and yet 
the ship crashed directly into an 
enormous iceberg. It is evident — that 
no sufficient look-out was kept on 
board. the Arizona at the very time when 
the Captain either knew or ought to have 
known that the ship was in dangerous prox- 
imity to ice, and’ it is a misnomer to call 
such a disaster an “accident.” -‘There are 
two lines of Atlantic steamers—the Cunard 
and the National—which have never lost a 


‘passenger. When it is remembered that, 


under the strict rules enforced by the man- 
agers ‘of those two lines, an ‘‘accident” 
like that which happened to the Arizona 
could not have occurred, the reason ‘why 
they have been exceptionally “ lucky” lines 
is readily perceived. 


A PARTY EQUAL TO ITS ‘DUTIES. 


The Governor-elect of Massachusetts takes 
a sensible view of the course to be followed 
by the Republican Party in the hour. of its 
success. It should dwell less upon its past 
achievements, he thinks, and more upon its 
programme for the future. In State mat- 
ters he would have it justify popular confi- 
denee by broad and just legislation, and 
wise and scrupulous administration, And 
in national affairs it should not, in his judg- 
ment, rest contented with glorification of 
its ‘own history, but should show’ how it 
stands in relation to the responsibilities im- 
posed on it-by its present triumphs. ‘The 
speech which we thus freely epitomizé was 
addressed to the members and guests of a 
Boston club, afid suggests a favorable es- 
timate of, the Sagacity and courage of Gov. 
TALBOT’S successor. 

Mr. Lone rebukes a weakness not confined 
to the Republican’ Party. Gen. Hawtey, 
speaking at the same gathering, remarked 
upon the habit which leads Democrats to 
speak of their ‘party as of right the perma- 
nent ruler of this country, In truth, they 
speak of the Democratic orghnization as 


foolish Republicans are apt to of Gen, | 
GRaNT,—as an absolute nec , for which 
Providence should be dsicutiy: thanked. 
But the practice condemned by Gen. 


HawieY as an intolerable Democratic. 


‘pretension, he fell into when alluding’ to, 


the Republican Party. The country, we are 
left to infer, could not exist, or 
prosperously, if’ the Government ‘were. 
wrested from. Republican hands. ‘Senator | 


CHANDLER, in his last speech; conveyed ‘the 
same idea very clearly, and it is a favorite 
peseelie les vatmgueri who find if easier to |» ; 


grind out these speeches with. quite as much | , ‘ee 


efficacy ag nowadays attends their delivery. 

\ Perhaps there is a. reason for this mechan- 
{eal method of presenting a great party’s 
‘claims to popular support, and we wish that 
Mr. Lona had given his interpretation of it, 
‘Is it.that the average politician, and even 
the ambitious leader, follows too servilely 
what he supposes to be the drift of opin- 
ion? Is it that the orator who undertakes 
the instruction of a party, or who 
exhorts it to effort in a " canvass, 
lacks the courage which true  states- 
‘manship' requires? Nothing’ is easier 
than a recital of past triumphs; an audi- 


ence cheers ‘most lustily when tickled with 


‘the laurels which the party has earned. 

Certainly, nine out of ten of our campaign 
‘speakers are incapable of rising above’ the 
level at’ which these processes pass for ef- 
fective oratory. But the tenth speaker, 
who should discard this stereotyped style of 
serving his party, sticks to it as tenaciously 
as the rest. Why? Must we conclude that 
it is because the party management, having 
degenerated into a machine without con- 
science and with a scanty modi¢um of brains, 
has crushed out of existence the individ- 
uality, the force of, character, the clear-cut 
conviction and the courage necessary for 
its utterance; which must be features of 
any. party that would retain its hold upon 
the heart and the intelligence of a free peo- 
ple? -.Any creature can echo a cry. When 
fallacies are to be exploded, prejudicés re- 
buked, and principles enforced, a strong 
man is wanted, and such a one the machine 
politicians heartily detest. 

Before the Republican Party can realize 
Mr, Lone’s concéption of what it ought to 
be and what it onght to do; more courage 
must be infused into its leading speakers, 
and a more distinct sense of-duty into those 
who shape its policy. When this is done, 


we may look for a rational treatment ofthe 


Southern question, for a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the financial, problem, for a ‘bene- 
ficial reform of the fiscal system, and. for 
such other characteristics of the party’s 
policy as shall justify the confidence it in- 
vites and prove its fitness for the renewal 
of power. 


THE BANKS AND. SPECULATION. 
Those who imagine that the political at- 

tack upon the banking system of the coun- 

try has been dofinitely and permanently 

abandoned are likely to be rudely unde- 
ceived even before the next. session of Con- 
gressis over, The: general collapse of the 
Greenback movement throughout the West, 

and its failure to make any show of strength 

whatever in the East, not only does not 

justify the belief that thé banking system is 
safe from further assault, but affords 
reason for concluding that the opposition 
to-it may be even stronger in the fature 
than it has been in the past. The men who 
were interested in the Greenback movement 
now. find themselves forcibly.crowded, 80 
to speak, upon the narrower ground of hos- 
tility to the banks.- There is no possible 
hope for them. at present in any attempt to 
secure inflation directly. The country 
would not listen to a proposition to suspend 
‘the redemption of the legal tenders or’ to 
increase their .volume. Bat the spirit 
‘which may. demand inflation is. by 
md. means dead... On. the  con- 
‘trary, it thas been. appreéiably stimu- 
lated by the general tone of the discussion 
of the financial question for the last: three 
‘months. . Resumption has been defended 
‘for the most part by Republican speakers 
and-writers, not because ithas put an end 
to Government money, as it has not, but 
because, while making the paper money 
‘equivalent to gold, as it does for the time 
being, it still preserves it as a part of our 
system. Mr. SHerMAy, in his New-York 
address, declared, as he had already done 
frequently, that he was in favor of retain- 

ing the full amount of | egal-tender paper in 


circulation, Mr, Buastnz, in his glowing 


‘and ingenious tribute to the financial policy 
of his party, never hinted that the increase 
in ‘the currency which hag resulted from re- 
sumption could be offset by a correspond- 
Ying withdrawal of paper. ‘The tendency of 


nearly every thing which has been. said by’ 


‘the leaders regarding the currency has been 
to encourage the belief that the country. 


was to have more, rather than less, money 


eonatently afloat, 3 
As a matter of fast, we: have. had vary 
considerable inflation, The gold which has 
aay ‘upon our shores. from foreign 
‘ces has not displaced paper; it’ has 
added to the paper. ‘The « effect. has. 


‘the banks to sowely paring their cir- 


culation, which would then cease: to.be as 
profitable as it had previously been. It is 


‘this fact which will, in time, cause the re-. 


newal of the effort to substitute Govern- 
ment notes, regulated to their volume 
by Congress, for national bank notes, which 
are subjected to the cates of the laws 
of trade. : 

The calculatiop on which ‘thid inference 
is based is a very simple one. Its elements 
are. well known, and to none are they known 
better than’to the more intelligent bank of- 
ficers themselves. © Those. of this class who 
are not engrossed in the mere detail of their 
business, and who have sufficient breadth of 
view, and sufficient forecast, to understand 
the. relations of their. system to the gen- 
eral financial policy of the’ country, 
cannot fail to'see that the restless spirit 
which underlay the inflation’ movement in 
the past is only diverted, not stilled, by the 
present condition of things, . When this 
condition changes, ss if may at anytime, 
and as it must eventually, that spirit will be 
revived, and will direct itself instantly. to- 
ward the banking system. It is, then, of 
the highest importance to the. national 
banks to discourage rather than to stimu- 
late speculation.. Any small, imme- 
diate gains which they may get 
from a different course. would be 
dearly paid for in the end. , Legitimate 
banking never had a broader, safer, and 
better field than it now has under the na- 
tional banking act. Butif the banks are 
tempted to violate the conditions which at- 
tach’ to success in legitimate banking, and 
to indulge in “ kite-flying,” directly or in- 
directly, they will find that the evil ‘to 
which.they have lent sid will be very hard 
to overcome. It would be far safer to avoid 
it than to incur the indefinite risk of. rosist- 
ing it when it shall have gained strength by. 
their own indulgence. ; 

eo 
HOLIDAY SAILORS. 

The improved iron steam-ships of the 
modern merchant marine are calculated to 
reduce the perils of the deep to a minimum, 
If well built and skillfully handled, they are 
tolerably sure to outride the dangers of 
wind and waves, even in the roughest sea- 
son.. Running, usually, over a definite course, 
their officers become. familiar with all the 
chanées of the trip, and by proper vigilance 
can with reasonable certainty. avoid col- 
hisions and keep clear of shoal and rock. 
Fitted with appliancés for preventing 
or extinguishing fires, they need only 
crews with alertness and discipline to: make 
security in this direction almost absolute ; 
and with every conceivable life-saving 
apparatus, they ought to be able. to miti- 
gate the horrors of unavoidable disaster to 
the last degree, both in the anticipation of 
the passenger and in thé terrible reality, if 
it comes. They are calculated to produce 
asense of security in those. who commit 
themselves or what is dear to them to the 
risks of an ocean voyage, and to make 
journeyings over the sea as safe as those 
across the land. But the very circum- 
stances that induce people to put:their trust 
in the stanch and well-equipped vessel have 
a tendency to destroy all confidence in the 
undiseiplined and inefficient crews. 

The holiday character of most voyages 
across the Atlantic or down the coast, due 
to a confident trust in the resources and ap- 
pliances of the modern steamer, lessens the 
occasion and the opportunity for skilled sea- 
manship, and there is a consequent ‘care- 
lessness in the selection of men and-in the 
discipline and. vigilance maintained on 
board ship which giyes rise to a new peril. 


‘It is not the storm or the: lee-shore that. is. 


now to be dreaded so much as. the negli- 
gence and incapacity of; the crews. The 
collision of the Charleston steamer with a 
sailing-vesselona bright moonlightnight and 
in calm waters does not deserve the name of 


an accident. It was dué.to no peril of the | 


sea and no stress of weather, but to sheer 
neglect and carelessness, No matter which. 
vessel may have been thost in the wrong, it 


‘is certain. that there was'a lack of care and 


vigilance. With proper lookouts and sig- 
nals and prompt action, the Champion could 
surely have avoided all chance of’such 4 
disaster, and it is’ probable that the sailing- | 
vessel, relying on the steamer’s facilities for. 


ready action, was less careful than she 
otherwise would have been, and in any 
has | case, ought to have been. | 
ing of the Arizona head 

@ gigantic iceberg: is 


Ht aeraa with easy ehmentiyowmd aul 
A Saseia st evtlunat sree able seamen 
from which to recruit their oréws, and their 
own duties do not give them the training or 
develop in them the qualities galled for in 
times of emergency. ° But, although it can- 
not. be expected that the crews of. our 
great ocean steamers and spruce coasting. 
_eraft, will. be" thoroughly-trained «sailors, 
there is no reason why they should not be 
carefully selected and disciplined, with a 
view to such duties as they may be called 
upon. to perform. As the vessel itself mast 
be constructed and maintained in condition, 
with a view not to calm weather and easy 
voyages, but to the utmost stress and strain 
to which they are liable to be subjected, so 
should the training and discipline of the 
erew be kept at all times as nearly as pos- 


sible to the requirements of the greatest - 


exigencies. There is a laxity and heedless- 
ness in this matter on the part of owners 
and officers which should not be left to me 
penalty of their own losses. 
Peeemeeeeer vee emer 
DEATH IN THE PILL-BOX. 

Living at the present day is an extremely 
dangerous business ;.s0 dangerous, in fact, 
that 4 prudent man feels hardly justified in 
undertaking it.. Within the last few years 
our facilities for being blown up have: in- 
creased to a frightful extent. Not only 
have the kitchen-boilers and* the gas-pipes 
made every man’s house his own volcano, 
but substances which have been harmless 
for centuries have suddenly become explo- 
sive. A flour mill is now little better than 
& powder mill.. Starch explodes'and blows 
buildings and girls into pieces, and our 
celluloid tooth-brushes’ are liable at any 
moment to. scatter our téeth over an area of 
several square miles. There are reckless 
persons who wear celluloid collars and 
cuffs, thus taking their lives in their coat- 
sleeves and. neck-ties, and there is little 
doubt that many of the men’ who have 
mysteriously disappeared and have never 
been heard of afterward were blown into 
impalpable dust by a collar or cuff explo- 
sion. And now this general tendency to 
explosiveness has reached the apothecary’s 
shop and the medicine-chest ; and we must 
henceforth live in dread of allies blown up 
by quinine and shattered by rhubarb: . A 
recent tragedy which occurred in England 
is the first pill explosion which has been re- 
ported, but the wide-spread diffusion of pills 
over the earth’s surface renders it only too 
probable that other medicinal tragedies of 
the same general character will soon be- 
come painfully frequent. 9 

An English physician was recently con- 
sulted at his office by a lady who was in 
need of certain repairs. ‘He decided. that 
pills were what her system really required, 

and he therefore gave her a large box con- 
taining six dozen pills, with instructions 
how to take them. Now, it so happened that 
the lady had no pocket in her dress and car- 
ried.no hand-bag. The question then arose 
how she should carry the pilil-box. It is 
well known that, while-nature has deprived 
woman of pockets—the rudimentary ‘organ 
popularly known as a woman’s pocket is not 
a true pocket—she has given them two ex- 
cellent substitutes therefor. One of these 
is the glove. On the inside of the female 
glove and:adjoining the palm of the hand is 
an enormously capacious place of storage, 
in which a woman can, and frequently does, 
carry money, cards, button-hooks, sewing 
materials, rubber overshoes, and quantities 


of other artieles.. The other. receptacle is 
situated inthe bosom of the female dress, 
and has never, as a matter of course, been. 


explored. Its capacity is, therefore, a matter 
of masculine conjeeture, though it is known 
to vary in women of different races. Thus, 
itis believed that the average Englishwoman 
‘ean carry several cubic feet of cargo in this 
receptacle, while the carrying capacity of a 
Boston school-teacher would be heavily 
taxed by a single visiting card. 

The English lady in question placed the 
pill-box: in her bosom, gave the doctor his. 
feo, and returned to her home. Half an 
hour later, as‘she was seated in the library 
conversing with her husband, she blew up 
with a. tremendous. erash. Not only were 
the entire outworks of ‘her dress destroyed, 
but she was so seriously injured that she sur- 
‘vived but a few ‘hours. As may be sup- 
posed, her husband was somewhat 


vend he subsequently made inquiries. which 


in- | tion of the heedless: navigation of iron'| heated 
| | steamers Sid ogee Macros ot 
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a b, Mies Annie Tooules Cary the Nancy, 

a new-comer, the Plunketto, 
edh with Signor Gampanini, made up 
+ quartet, possibly a little too heavy 


register 

Fy asestomally obeoured and the poaoraletee 

Pp eoncerted singing was all that could have 
desired. Mile. Valleria was sprightly and inter- 

ig; and added to the reputation she has already 
min New-York. Her. particular merit is 
yeonsclentious musical spirit, whieh is illustrated 
‘the absence of affectation in her manner and a 

r and earnest effort. With her sym- 
Pathetic voice and good training, she gains the 
favor of her andience, and the more she is 
$heard the:more she is esteemed. She does not at- 
to. astonish or thrill her hearers by 

fal vocal feats, but she has the good ‘taste to 

t jsontent with that which she knows she can do 


2 and Inst night, being in excelient voice and good 
ce epsnd er zen of ores tno 


‘hs to Herr Behrens, who made his ace, appearance 


on voice of ‘genuine bass quality, 

x’ and has it under ‘full command. He sings nis 
“motea steadily, without any of the offensive vibrato 
whieh lias becn inflicted upon the audience this 

j and the has the merit, so rare among. 


rendered opera. Tne audience last night 
Seen but for some inexplicable was 
as enthusiastic as the" per- 

t foaalon of the performance deserved. “The Last 
Rone, of Summer” was, of courge, encored. The 
wheel quartete was charmingly given, and 


manner never excelled in this country, much of the 
/, eredit belonging to the skillful direction of that 
‘ger Shoved of operatic conductors, Signor Arditi.... 

‘Tonight the Brooklyn public are to have a perform- 
; of ** Lucia,” by Mile. Valleria, Signor Aram- 
‘Duro, Signor Galassi, and Signor Monti, at their 
Academy of Music. ‘The next pertormaanes of the 
“weason,. to-thorrow evening, will be ‘ Rigoletto,” 
with * Mme: Adinii Miss Cary, Signor Aramburo, 
Herr Behrens, and Signor Galassi in his superb im- 
peponalien ot Higelaiay 


FIPTH-AVENUE Tl THEATRE. 

The patience and good-nature of Américan 
@ndiences are proverbial; both were put to a severe 
test last night, and both were more than exhausted. 
The attractions of the evening—if sugh a term may 
be used here with propriety—were a drama entitled 
“The Picture’ and a satirical sketch in one act, 
galled ‘Le Sociétaire.” The former ‘was fractified 

es coda tas tin, Portia, the latter 
yg ieed sen combined and desperate efforts 


err as already stated in Shook obtuse 
ef ~ eapprearre of Greek descent; he is one of those 

? a who, having ‘no vocation, apply them- 
assiduously to avocations. He is linguist, 
traveler—in short, a aheteenye of 


mie ga, he falls, gencrally with a seaae saleby ay 
Tare willing, ‘nay eager, to cfedit Mr. 
* s with all the becoming qualities of 


or Reticle He made a sorry ex- 
n of himself last night. His family were also 


to talk about; and the action of the piece 

: a few climacteric situations, which. were 

simply forced into the story, not developed from It. 

a in dull and ridiculous play—this de- 
‘tm brief, Mr. Perdicaris’s produetion. 

ite corte bad, and was also ob- 

Onable on other grounds. This one-act absura- 

: @ it Was correctly named in the play-bill, aimed 


Orga hits were not at all witty, and were 
Presepaptant times copy ork-epeg ary 

y is frequent enough 3 itehould 
pupon the stage. Genuine satire is al 
side waver lncek apnorpeveemngae 
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